
To Catch a Counterfeiter 

Magnifying 

The microscope zooms 
in on the outer edge 
of the stacking ring, a 
raised ridge around the 
disc’s center meant to 
keep stacked CDs from 
scratching each other. 

Photographing

As the disc spins, the 
machine snaps 72 
high-resolution pictures 
of the stacking ring. 
They reveal grooves 
and blemishes created 
during manufacturing.

Identification

Software analyzes the 
grooves, which are 
unique to the mold used 
to make the CDs. That 
helps investigators trace 
the disc to its origin. 

A Microsoft lab in Dublin uses ballistics technology to identify counterfeit software discs. The machine can trace a CD back to a factory or crime syndicate.
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A laptop connects 
 to a briefcase-size kit, 
which includes a high-
resolution microscope 

(A) aimed at a CD lit 
from above (B). 


