
Bill Hambrecht,  
Chairman,  
W.R. Hambrecht

The legendary investor, who 
helped bring Google and Apple 
public, credits Pelosi for getting 
him involved in politics. He has 
given Pelosi and the Democratic 
Congressional Campaign 
Committee $159,500 since 1997.

John Doerr, 
Partner, 
Kleiner Perkins 
Caufield & 
Byers
 
Venture capitalist 
Doerr is an 
idea machine 
for Pelosi’s 
office, keeping 
her abreast 
of emerging 
industries and 
business trends in 
Silicon Valley. He 
 is not a donor.

Charles Geschke, 
Co-founder,  
Adobe Systems 
 
A personal friend and major 
financial backer for House 
Democrats, Geschke has given 
Pelosi and the DCCC $243,950 
since 1997.

John Chambers,  Chairman 
and CEO, Cisco Systems

He has been the speaker’s 
sounding board over the 
decade-plus he’s known 
her. A generous contributor 
to Republicans and a few 
Democrats, Chambers is not 
a Pelosi donor.

Bill Gates, founder and 
Chairman,  Microsoft 

Pelosi and other House 
Democrats speak to Gates a few 
times a year about innovation, 
the Gates Foundation, and other 
issues. Gates has given Pelosi 
$3,000 since 2007. 

John W. Thompson,  
Chairman, Symantec

Pelosi named Thompson, 
the only African-American to 
lead a major tech company, 
to the Financial Crisis Inquiry 
Commission. He has given more 
than $50,000 to the DCCC 
since 2002.

Tom Steyer,  
Managing director, private 
equity firm Hellman 
& Friedman , founder 
of  hedge fund Farallon 
Capital Management
 
He keeps Pelosi abreast of 
market developments. Steyer 
has given her and the DCCC 
$107,100 since 1997. 

George Marcus, 
Founder, Essex 
Property Trust 
and Marcus & 
Millichap
 
Of a long list of 
California real-
estate developers 
with Pelosi ties, 
he is closest to 
the speaker. He’s 
given her and 
House Democrats 
$164,700 since ’97.

Robert Haas,  
Former chairman and CEO, 
Levi Strauss 
 
Haas is an heir to the Levi 
Strauss fortune, a close Pelosi 
friend, and frequent adviser. The 
Speaker also has ties to other 
Levi Strauss heirs. Haas has 
given her $14,700 since 2001.

Vinod Khosla,  
Founder, Khosla Ventures
 
A Republican, co-founder of Sun 
Microsystems, and prominent 
Silicon Valley VC, Khosla is a 
major Pelosi donor since making 
the environment his top political 
and business priority.  He and 
his wife have given the Speaker 
$168,720 since 2005.

Eric Schmidt,   
Chairman  
and CEO, 
Google
 
The keynote 
speaker at the 
House Democrats’ 
retreat this year, 
Schmidt has given 
Pelosi and the 
DCCC $32,000 
since 2001.

Millard “Mickey” Drexler, 
Chairman and  CEO,  
J. Crew Group
 
The man behind the apparel 
chain’s resurgence, and former 
head of San Francisco-based 
The Gap, talks with the Speaker 
about consumer trends in the 
economy. Has given Pelosi and 
the DCCC $187,650 since 1990.
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The House Speaker  
relies on a brain trust of venture 
capitalists, high-tech entrepreneurs, 
financiers, developers, and corporate 
heirs for money and advice. 


