
Is the Web Making the World Better or Worse? 
Discuss
Sifting through the growing library of Internet prognostication

What Would Google 
Do? by Jeff Jarvis 

How the search giant’s 
strategies make it  

a positive model of  
Internet success.   

Cognitive Surplus  
by Clay Shirky 

Social networks 
herald an era of  

interactive altruism.

The Dumbest  
Generation  

by Mark Bauerlein 
The digital genera- 
tion is ignorant and  

self-absorbed.

I Live in the Future & 
Here’s How It Works

by Nick Bilton  
Businesses focused  

on “consumnivores”  
will thrive online.

Everything Bad is 
Good for You  

by Steven Johnson 
The Internet chang-
es your brain—and 
that’s a good thing.

Hamlet’s BlackBerry 
by William Powers 
Great artists and 
philosophers can 

guide us to making 
sense of digital chaos.

The Shallows  
by Nicholas Carr 

The author asserts 
we’re evolving into a 
culture of distraction 

and interruption.

Optimists

Pessimists

You Are Not a Gadget 
by Jaron Lanier  

Web 2.0 has gone  
seriously wrong and 

threatens to undo 
modern society.


